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The petitioner contested the Panchayat General

Elections, 2023.

  He seeks recounting.
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  Application for recounting was made on July 18,

2023 and the ground for recounting is that for basic

knowledge of the petitioner recounting was necessary.

It appears that no ground for recounting has been

made out in the complaint lodged by the petitioner.

The petitioner alleges that the counting agent was

not allowed to remain inside the counting center at the

time of counting and, accordingly, protest could not be

lodged immediately.

Learned advocate representing the State

respondents submits that as per the provision of law,

the prayer for recounting ought to have been made in

the counting table itself on the day of counting. The

same not being done, the prayer of the petitioner ought

not to be allowed.

I have heard the submissions made on behalf of

both the parties.

It appears that the prayer for recounting does not

contain the ground pursuant to which order of

recounting may be passed. Moreover the prayer for

recounting was made long after declaration of the result.

In view of the above, no relief can be granted to

the petitioner in the instant writ petition.

The writ petition fails and is hereby dismissed.

Dismissal of the writ petition will, however, not

stand in the way of the petitioner to approach the

appropriate forum by way of an election petition in

accordance with law, for redressal of his grievances, if so

advised.
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The Panchayat Returning Officer is directed to

properly preserve the CCTV/Video footages and the

ballot papers and to produce the same as and when

called for. 

Urgent photostat certified copy of this order, if

applied for, be given to the parties on usual undertaking.

Sh.                                                                          (Amrita Sinha, J.)


