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“LOCATION OF SHOPS AND PROCEDURE FOR GRANT OF LICENCE 
 

25. (1) No new shop shall be licensed for the consumption of liquor 

on the vendors’ premises,— 

(a) in a market-place, or 

(b) at the entrance to a market-place, or 

(c) in close proximity to a bathing ghat, school, hospital, 

place of worship, factory or other places of public resort, 

or 

(d) in the congested portion of a village. 
 

 

  (2) So far as practicable, an established liquor shop licensed 

for the consumption of liquor on the premises should not be 

allowed to remain on a site which would not, under clause (1) of 

this rule, be permissible for the location of a new shop. 

  (3) In areas inhabited by aboriginal tribes or tea garden 

coolies, country spirit shops shall not be licensed to be placed 

immediately on the side of a main road or in any other prominent 

position that may place temptation in the way of such persons. 
 

26. In granting licenses for new shops, and, as far as practicable, in 

granting licenses for established liquor shops, the Collector shall 

have regard to the following principles :- 
 

(a) a liquor shop should not be inaccessible to consumers, 

but it should not be in such a situation as to obtrude 

itself on the attention of the public or to render persons 

passing by subject to annoyance from persons drinking. 

(b) in towns, the position of a liquor shop should be so far 

public that persons entering it should not escape 

observation, and it should be such as to render 

supervision easy, but it should not be so prominent as to 
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compel attention e.g. by occupying a whole side of a 

public square; 

(c) a liquor shop should never occupy a position to which the 

neat neighbours object on grounds which, upon inquiry, 

appear to be sufficient and free from malice or ulterior 

motives. 
 

27. Lecenses for the retail sale of liquor at any place within three 

Km. of the boarder shall not be granted unless the Excise 

Commissioner so directs.” �  
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“5. The following principles shall be observed in determining the 

location and the sites for shops/sub-shops :- 

*                     *                             * 

No new shop or sub-shop shall be licensed in close proximity to a 

place of public resort, school, hospital, place of worship or 

factory, or to the entrance to a bazar or a residential colony. All 

objections to the licensing of a shop or sub-shop made by 

persons affected, shall receive full consideration." 
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“11.   We fully agree with the view taken by the High Court and 

we are also of the view that 100 meters or 300 ft. (approx.) 

should be the right criteria where the Excise Commissioner shall 

not give any licence to a shop under the Excise Act. We hope and 

trust that the Excise Commissioner of the State shall take into 

consideration sub-rule (4) of Rule 5 of the U.P. Excise Rules and 

see that no shops or sub-shops are opened within radius of 100 

meters or 300 ft. (approx.) of a place of public resort, school, 

hospital, place of worship or factory, or to the entrance to a 

bazar or a residential colony. The interpretation of the word 

"close proximity" was vague therefore it was misused by the 

authorities. But, now the matter has been placed beyond any 

vagueness. Therefore, with the interpretation of the expression 

"close proximity" by the High Court, the matter has been put in 

the right perspective and the doubt has been cleared. Therefore, 

taking into consideration all the facts and circumstances of the 

case, we affirm the view taken by the High Court insofar as 

fixing the distance of 100 meters or 300ft. (approx.) from a place 

of public resort, school, hospital, place of worship or factory, or 

to the entrance to a bazar or a residential colony where no shop 

or sub-shop shall be opened under the U. P. Excise Act and Rules 

framed thereunder.” 
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