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“24. It is not possible to quantify any amount in lieu of the 

service rendered by the wife/mother to the family i.e. husband 

and children. However, for the purpose of award of compensation 

to the dependents, some pecuniary estimate has to be made of 

the services of housewife/mother. In that context, the term 

‘services’ is required to be given a broad meaning and must be 

construed by taking into account the loss of personal care and 

attention given by the deceased to her children as a mother and 

to her husband as a wife. They are entitled to adequate 

compensation in lieu of the loss of gratuitous services rendered by 

the deceased. The amount payable to the dependants cannot be 

diminished on the ground that some close relation like a 
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grandmother may volunteer to render some of the services to the 

family which the deceased was giving earlier. 
 

32. In our view, it is highly unfair, unjust and inappropriate to 

compute the compensation payable to the dependents of a 

deceased wife/mother, who does not have regular income, by 

comparing her services with that of a housekeeper or a servant or 

an employee, who works for a fixed period. The gratuitous 

services rendered by wife/mother to the husband and children 

cannot be equated with the services of an employee and no 

evidence or data can possibly be produced for estimating the 

value of such services. It is virtually impossible to measure in 

terms of money the loss of personal care and attention suffered 

by the husband and children on the demise of the housewife. In 

its wisdom, the legislature had, as early as in 1994, fixed the 

notional income of a non-earning person at Rs.15,000/- per 

annum and in case of a spouse, 1/3
rd

 income of the earning / 

surviving spouse for the purpose of computing the compensation. 

Though, section 163A does not, in terms apply to the cases in 

which claim for compensation is filed under Section 166 of the 

Act, in the absence of any other definite criteria for determination 

of compensation payable to the dependents of a non-earning 

housewife/mother, it would be reasonable to rely upon the 

criteria specified in clause (6) of the Second Schedule and then 

apply appropriate multiplier keeping in view the judgments of 

this Court in General Manager, Kerala State Road Transport 

Corporation v. Susamma Thomas (Mrs.) and others, (AIR 1994 SC 

1631 : 1994 AIR SCW 1356) (supra), U.P. S.R.T.C. v. Trilok Chandra 

(supra), Sarla Verma (Smt) and others v. Delhi Transport 

Corporation and another, (AIR 2009 SC 3104 : 2009 AIR SCW 4992) 

(supra) and also take guidance from the judgment in Lata 

Wadhwa’s case, (AIR 2001 SC 3218 : 2001 AIR SCW 3086). The 

approach adopted by different Benches of Delhi High Court to 

compute the compensation by relying upon the minimum wages 

payable to a skilled worker does not commend our approval 

because it is most unrealistic to compare the gratuitous services 

of the housewife/mother with work of a skilled worker.” 
�

�8��� � ��)����������!�&&4� !�� ���� $�!��&� �����)�	&�� ���� ��&4�

��� ��	��)��;� �	�� )�	&�� �&��� ����� ������!�
� �	��!��� ���� ��	���

����� ����������� 5� ������� ���� !������ ��� ���� ��������� ��� &�����



�

�
�����������	
������
�	�������������������	
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����	
���

�

�


��9++�*�������4����
��-�+++�*������������ ��	��!�
�������!�������

���� �������&� �D������� ���� &���� ��� ���������4� )��;�� �	�� ���


��,�+++�*��������������
��,/�+++�*�����4����������������3	�
�����

��� ���� ���D� 6�	��� !�� *
��
� ,��%
� &� -���� .��� /����� 0�
��&	���

�	�&	�
��	��&������(�#�������*���)��+������	&�!�&!������&!���&��

!�� �
������� ���� ���������!���)��;�� �	�� ��� 
��/�-,�+++�*��(�� ��!��

���	��������	������)�	&���&���������!�&������
��9+�+++�*���� &����

����������!	���$����&�!��������&&��&���������!�&������
��9+�+++�*����

���8���!���&� ����
��� ���� 
��H�+++�*� !�� �)������ ��� ����	��� ���

�	����&��D��������$���������� ��������&����������!���)��;���	�����

����1��1��������

�9��� � $������	��� �)�������4� ����$�!�	��&� ��� 
��9�-0�+++�*�

�&��
� )!��� !�������� ���� �&����4� ����� �����!���� �4� ���� !��	������

������4��5��!���������������!������������4�����������������	������


(�&��-�999:;��&��
�)!���!��������E�=F��������	������������������

���	���������������������!&!�
���������&�!�����!�!����!&&������!�����

�������	����$������	�����������!����!������
�
!���4������!��6�	���

�������������-9���1������,+9/��

����� � �!���� ���� ������� ���� 
��� ���������!��� !�� ���� ����� ���

�����!������!&�����!����&4��)������
��9�=+�+++�*��	�������!���)����

����������&��������	������
��-�++�+++�*�!���)��������������!�����5�

�!��� ����� ���� �������� ��&��
� ��� ��!��&� ������ ����� ����������� ����

���	�����4��&����������!�������&&����;����!�����!D��������!��������



�

�
�����������	
������
�	�������������������	
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����	
���

	

�

���!����!&&��������!��������
�����,9�4������$���!������������	������

�������	��������!�������&&������!�������������������>	�����&4����!��

�4����!��!�
� !������!��'��;�����	���)�!������	�����������������&&�

	�����������)�&�����������	���!�����������!������

� ��� $��������&�!���!����������!�������������!���������

�

�

�

�

�

�
���������� ����������/	������

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

���������


