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ORAL JUDGEMENT

     1.	Rule.  Mr.K.S.Sukhwani appears and waives service

     of rule for respondent.  With consent of learned  Counsel

     appearing  for the respective parties the matter is taken

     up for final disposal today.

    

     2.	In  this  petition  under  Article  226  of   the

     Constitution  of  India,  the  Gujarat Housing Board i.e.

     petitioner no.1 has challenged  the  judgment  and  order

     dated  10.8.2000 passed by the Gujarat State Public Works

     Contract Disputes Tribunal (hereinafter  referred  to  as

     the  'Tribunal')  constituted  under  the  provisions  of

     Gujarat  Public  Works  Contract   Disputes   Arbitration

     Tribunals  Act,1992 rejecting Arbitration Reference No.10

     of  1999  only  on  the  ground  that  Reference  is  not

     maintainable   as  Gujarat  Housing  Board  is  a  public



     undertaking within the meaning of  Section  2(1)  of  the

     Act.

    

     3.	The  Tribunal  has  relied  upon its own order in

     Arbitration Reference No.13 of 1999 and has not  assigned

     any independent  reasons.    The order of the Tribunal in

     Arbitration Reference No.13 of 1999 dated  31/7/2000  was

     challenged   in  this  Court  by  way  of  Special  Civil

     Application No.  9623 of 2000 and the said  petition  has

     been disposed   of  on  6.10.2000.    In  view  of  these

     circumstances, it is not necessary for us to  setout  the

     facts or the contention of the parties in detail.

    

     4.	For  the  reasons  stated in the judgment of this

     Court  dated  6.10.2000  in  Special  Civil   Application

     No.9623  of 2000, we hold that Gujarat Housing Board is a

     corporation established under the Gujarat  Housing  Board

     Act,1961  and controlled by the State Government and is a

     public undertaking within the meaning of Section 2(1)  of

     the Act.   The Tribunal shall accordingly hear and decide

     Arbitration Reference No.10 of 1999  in  accordance  with

     law and  as  expeditiously  as possible.  The petition is

     accordingly  allowed  and  the   impugned   order   dated

     10/8/2000 is  set  aside.   Rule is made absolute with no

     order as to costs.

     					Sd/-

     				(D.A.Mehta, J)

     m.m.bhatt


